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I ^ Cult doctor's fate unknown 
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$ HOUSTON (AP) — The camp doctor 
•t who reportedly brewed and ad- 
15 ministered the poison that killed more 
$ than 400 people in Guyana had written to 
»* his family of “the satisfaction of 
Jj assisting poor people, many of whom 
have never seen a doctor in their lives.” 
f ' Dr. Larry Schacht, 30, was a 
jj physician in Jonestown, Guyana, serv- 
ed ing the members of the Peoples Temple, 
a Odeil Rhodes, a teacher at the South 
fc | American colony who escaped the mass 
jj suicide, said Schacht prepared the 
g cyanide potion and helped nurses ladle it 
5 out, starting by spooning or squirting it 
5 into the mouths of infants. Rhodes, said 

* adults then lined up and received the 
» poison drink in paper cups. 

Jj The bodies of more than 400 persons 
■<i were found in and around the Jonestown 
*> meeting hall, including that of the the 

* Rev. Jim Jones, founder of the sect. The 

* suicides occurred shortly after a U.S. 

*1 congressman and four others were am- 
% bushed and killed at the settlement. 

5 The doctor’s fate was unknown. His 

* brother, Danny Schacht, said Tuesday, 
t “We really don’t know what happened, 
r We’ll just have to wait and see.” 

J Earlier, Schacht had said he was certain 

* his brother would not commit suicide. 

* His father, Ezra Schacht, told the 
J Beaumont Journal in a copyright story: 

* “I’m just drained here. I can’t believe 

* something as productive as this (his 
J son’s work) was smashed.” 

» Larry Schacht’s letters to his family 
| made : no mention of rumors that 

* members of the settlement were being 
% held against their will. 

* He wrote that the Peoples Temple 
J “proclaims the true brotherhood and 

* liberation of the blacks. The pastor has 

* told the congregation that the Bible is 
jj used to keep them in slavery. Actually, 

» • the pastor is a prophet and stands for 

* l and is fighting for the true liberation of 
| all mankind and to make this a better 

* - world.” 

| t The family said Larry Schacht joined 
t the Peoples Temple in California; at- 
#; i tended a junior college and then medical 
gj i school in Mexico. He went to Guyana 
about two years ago. v 

J Danny Schacht said that before join- 
j>. ing the group, his brother “was 
J somewhat aimless. These people turned 
g*. him around and gave him a sense of 
self-fulfillment.” 




